AGAINST WARBEN HASTINGS.                  427

ministers to the place of their imprisonment at Fyz-
abad, bonds for the five thousand pounds aforesaid,
and goods, estimated, according to the valuation of a
merchant appointed to value the same, at the sum
of forty thousand pounds, even allowing them to sell
greatly under their value, were delivered to the com-
manding officer at Pyzabad ; and the said command-
ing officer did promise to the Begum to visit Luck-
now with such proposals as he hoped would secure
the small "balance of fifteen thousand pounds remain-
ing of the unjust exaction aforesaid.* But the said
Resident, Middleton, did, in his letter of the 17th of
the said month, positively refuse to listen to any
terms before the final discharge of the whole of the
demand, and did positively forbid the commanding
officer to come to Lucknow to make the proposal
aforesaid in the terms following. " As it is not possi-
ble to listen to any terms from the Begums before
the final discharge of their conditional agreement for
fifty-five lacs, your coming here upon such an agency
can only be loss of time in completing the recovery
of the balance of 6566,000, for which your regiment
was sent to Fyzabad. I must therefore desire you
will leave no efforts, gentle or harsh, unattempted to
complete this, before you move from Pyzabad; and I
am very anxious that this should be as soon as possi-
ble, as I want to employ your regiment upon other emer-
gent service, now suffering ly every delay"

XLVIII. That the goods aforesaid were sent to
Lucknow, and disposed of in a manner unknown;
and the harsh and oppressive measures aforesaid being
still continued, the Begum did, about the middle of

* Major GUpin's Letter, 15th Sept., 1782.